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Table 1 Average Annual Earnings by Educational

Attainment
1980 2000

Men

High school, no college $36,430 $36,770
College graduates $52,492 $69,421
Percent extra for college grads +44% +89%
Women

High school, no college $21,969 $24,970
College graduates $29,663 $42,575
Percent extra for college grads +35% +70%

Note: Earnings data are adjusted for inflation and are expressed in

2000 dollars. Data apply to full-time, year-round workers age 18 and over.
Data for college graduates exclude workers with additional schooling beyond
college.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census and author’s calculations.
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Table 2 Median Annual Earnings by Race and Sex

Percent Earnings Are

White Black Lower for Black Workers
Men $38,870 $30,403 22%
Women 28,080 25,107 11%
Percent Earnings Are Lower
for Women Workers 28% 17%

Note: Earnings data are for the year 2000 and apply to full-time, year-round workers aged 14 and over.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.
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