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Table 1 The Distribution of Income In the United

States: 2000

Group Annual Family Income
Bottom fifth Under $24,000
Second fifth $24,001-%$41,000
Middle fifth $41,001-$61,378
Fourth fifth $61,379-%$91,700
Top fifth $91,701 and over

Top 5% $160,250 and over
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Table 2 Income Inequality in the United States

Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top Top
Year Fifth Fifth Fifth Fifth Fifth 5%
2000 4.3% 9.8% 15.5% 22.8% 47.4% 20.8%
1990 4.6 10.8 16.6 23.8 44.3 17.4
1980 5.2 11.5 17.5 24.3 41.5 15.3
1970 5.5 12.2 17.6 23.8 40.9 15.6
1960 4.8 12.2 17.8 24.0 41.3 15.9
1950 4.5 12.0 17.4 23.4 42.7 17.3

1935 4.1 9.2 14.1 20.9 51.7 26.5
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Table 3 Inequality around the World

Country Lowest 10% Highest 10% Ratio
Japan 4.8% 21.7% 4.5
Germany 3.3 23.7 7.2
Canada 2.8 23.8 8.5
India 3.5 33.5 0.6
United Kingdom 2.6 27.3 10.5
China 2.4 30.4 12.7
United States 1.8 30.5 16.9
Russia 1.7 38.7 22.8
Nigeria 1.6 40.8 25.5
Mexico 1.6 41.1 25.7
South Africa 1.1 45.9 41.7
Brazil 1.0 46.7 46.7
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Figure 1 The Poverty Rate
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Table 4 Who Is Poor?

Group Poverty Rate
All persons 11.3%
White, not Hispanic 7.5
Black 22.0
Hispanic 21.2
Asian, Pacific Islander 10.7
Children (under age 18) 16.1
Elderly (over age 64) 10.2
Married-couple families 5.6
Female household, no spouse present 27.9
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